Kim Gindler - “The Scottish Workshop, directed by the brilliant
artist, Brian McNeill, is the highlight of our year at Pattonville
Heights and Remington as it inspires, challenges, and pushes the
students and the teachers to prepare and grow to a higher level.
Brian models and encourages the students to play more accurately,
more rapidly, and ultimately perform with more emotion where
notes begin to become art and a language that words cannot define.
Music is the core of McNeill’s work, but many of the children have
never left Missouri and working with a gentleman from Scotland
has opened up a window to another world as the children are
intrigued by Brian’s vocabulary, accent, and culture. Two students,
Gayathri and Jasmine, learned one of McNeill’s compositions, To
Answer a Peacock, five years ago and played it on our elementary
tour. Amazingly, the girls’ performance of To Answer a Peacock,
inspired one of our current 8th grade super star violinists to begin
studying when he was in fifth grade! Brian has invited Gayathri and
Jasmine to perform with him on his solo concert for the last two
years and the girls have been forever changed by his tutelage. Personally, Brian has inspired me to love music at a deeper level and
driven me to become a better teacher each year. The Scottish workshop undoubtedly has magical, indefinable moments that change
lives! Thank you for supporting such a magnificent endeavor.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Artists in Residence Schedule
October 2-20, 2017 – Scottish traditional fiddle with Brian
McNeill
October 23-November 10, 2017 – Scots Song with Brian
McNeill
September 6-November 10, 2017 – Interdisciplinary
Project—CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL
LAURENCE DUNBAR—VOICES OF THE PEOPLE –
William Ray, Diane McCullough, MK Stallings, Jessi Cerutti
and Brian McNeill

Brian McNeill

Saturday, October 7, 2017
Focal Point, 8:00 PM
2720 Sutton Blvd., Maplewood 63143

In the belief that music and the arts are key to connecting cultures and understanding our roots, Scottish
Partnership for Arts and Education provides cultural
experiences and educational opportunities in Scottish
traditional arts and the historic connections between
Scotland and the USA by conducting classes, workshops, lectures and public performances.

Fundraiser—Kilted 5K

April 22, 2017
McCluer North High School,
Keep up to date at www.kilted5k.com
To do this, we need your help. Please join us as a Founding
Member or as a General Member. Your help, along with
grants and corporate matching funds, will provide the St.
Louis metropolitan area with valuable educational and
cultural opportunities to understand our Scottish American
heritage. SPAE is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation and your
donations are tax-deductible to the extent the law allows.
Thank you for considering us in your charitable giving.
To a Mouse by Robert Burns (last four stanzas)
Thou saw the fields laid bare an’ waste, An’ weary winter comin’
fast, An’ cozie here, beneath the blast, thou thought to dwell—Till
crash! The cruel coulter past Out thro’ thy cell.
That wee bit heap o’ leaves an’ stibble, Has cost thee monie a weary
nibble! Now thou’s turn’d out, for a’ thy trouble, But house or hald,
To thole the winter’s sleety dribble, An’ cranreuch cauld!
But, Mousie, thou art no thy lane, In proving foresight may be vain:
The best-laid schemes o’ mice an men Gang aft agley, An’ lea’e us
nought but grief an’ pain, For promis’d joy!
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2017- 2018 Season

ill, thou art blessed,compar’d wi’ me; The present only toucheth
thee: But, Och! I backward cast my e’e, On prospects drear! An’
forward, tho’ I canna see, I guess an’ fear.

For information visit our website at:

www.stlspae.org

or telephone Diane McCullough,
314-773-4195

SPAE HISTORY AND PROGRAMS
• Founded 2006
• Offers free Scottish Traditional Music workshops
to schools in St. Louis City, St. Louis County, St.
Charles County and Jefferson County
• Features Artists in Residence workshops in Scottish fiddle and Scots & Gaelic song
• Has reached over 18,000 students and audience
members to date
• Teacher development classes focus on Scottish
music’s influence on American music.
• Concert series at The Focal Point have featured Jim
Malcolm, Brian McNeill, Ed Miller, Caroline Pugh,
Mark Clark, Amy Lord, Calum Martin and Mitzi
MacDonald.
• Interdisciplinary Project for 2015 to present:
Connections: Robert Burns and Paul Laurence
Dunbar—Voices of the People.
• Interdisciplinary Project 2012-2014: Community
and the Environment – Inspiration for Music,
Art and Poetry (based on the contributions of
John Muir and Capt. Charles Young of the Buffalo
Soldiers)
• Gaelic Psalm Singing and American Music Conference—April 25-26, 2015
Community pillars
Pray
With their peers
Preying destroys
Preach of
Prosperity
Normandy preys
On praying students
With policy
By Julyen Mathers,
Normandy High School

HAIKU
I see happiness
People learning, listening
The room is peaceful
By Megan Lawler,
St. Joan of Arc

KWANSABA
Gather your ideas, we can
join forces.
I know every person has a
dream.
Unity means uniting. We’re
on one team.
We can all work with each
other.
You can’t say that “You can’t
play”.
We are all part of a whole.
Unity means uniting. We’re
on one team.
By Ann Roesch,
St. Margaret of Scotland

Brian McNeill is a virtuoso on fiddle, viola, mandolin,
cittern, bouzouki, guitar, bass, concertina and hurdygurdy. Brian was the founder of the Battlefield Band
in 1969, one of Scotland’s best known folk ensembles.
He is a leading writer of
Scottish song, has numerous recordings – solo and
with other leading Scottish traditional musicians.
In 2010, he released his
twelfth solo album of
original material. He
has produced recordings
for many new and wellknown folk artists, and
has published 3 original mystery novels. He was Head of Scottish Music
at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama
(RSAMD) in Glasgow, Scotland from 2001-2008. Brian
is a Master Teacher, able to motivate audiences and
students of all ages. www.brianmcneill.co.uk
MK Stallings, poet, teacher, founder of UrbArts, holds
a Master’s degree in Sociology from the UM St. Louis,
teaches Introduction to
Sociology for St. Louis
Community College at
Florissant Valley, has
developed and facilitated
youth writing workshops
since Fall 2001, specializing in poetry. He is the
slammaster of UrbSLAM
and directs VerbQuake, a city-wide poetry performance competition where high school students refine
their writing and presentation skills under the instruction of poets experienced in slam.

Students at Normandy
High School with Ed
Miller in 2016.

William Ray, fiddler, Director of Interpretation at The
Historic Daniel Boone Home
and Heritage Center and
adjunct professor at Lindenwood University, is an expert
in Americana (folk music and
culture of the US) and will
work with students on the
style of fiddle and banjo music written about in the poetry
of Paul Laurence Dunbar.
Jessi Cerutti, St. Louis visual artist, explores personal memory and local history
through printmaking and fiber
arts. She has had exhibits in
Chicago and Cleveland. She
teaches workshops, does adjunct
teaching in the St. Louis area and
is co-founder and VP of Rock n’
Roll Craft Show. Her website is:
www.jessicerutti.com.

Dennis Lebby has appeared in numerous productions
in St. Louis, and around the country. Some of his credits include Stool Pigeon in King Hedley II, Bynum in
“Joe Turner Come and Gone“, King Hedley, in “”Seven
Guitars,” Slow Drag in “Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom“, Dub in
“Jitney“, and as Gabe, in “Fences”
at the St. Louis Black Rep, and as
Bono in “Fences” at the Clarence
Brown Theater in Tennessee. A
few of his other credits include
“The Exonerated,” at Hot City
Theatre in St. Louis, and multiple productions of “Driving Miss
Daisy” in various theatres across the country. Dennis
has appeared in numerous commercials and films
including Robert Altman’s “Kansas City“, “For Jimmy
Brown,” “Researching Raymond Burke“ and “Pennies
For the Boatman“ directed by Niyi Coker. Email: dennislebby@yahoo.com

Students from
St. Margaret of
Scotland with
Ed Miller in
2016.

Sympathy by Paul Laurence Dunbar
I know what the caged bird feels, alas! When the sun is
bright on the upland slopes; When the wind stirs soft
through the springing grass, and the river flows like a
stream of glass; When the first bird sings and the first
bud opes, and the faint perfume from its chalice steals
– I know what the caged bird feels!
I know why the caged bird beats his wing till its blood
is red on the cruel bars; for he must fly back to his
perch and cling when he fain would be on the bough
a-swing; and a pain still throbs in the old, old scars and
they pulse again with a keener sting – I know why he
beats his wing!
I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, when his wing
is bruised and his bosom sore, -- when he beats his bars
and he would be free; It is not a carol of joy or glee, but
a prayer that he sends from his heart’s deep core, but a
plea, that upward to Heaven he flings – I know why the
caged bird sings!

Runners at our
2016 Kilted 5K.

