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“ O, I wad like to ken-to the beggar-wife
says I-The reason o’ the cause and the
wherefore o’ the why…”
from “The Spaewife” by
Robert Louis Stevenson

Ms. Mc Cullough,
The Scottish Workshop, directed by the brilliant artist, Brian
McNeill, is the highlight of our year at Pattonville Heights and
Remington as it inspires, challenges, and pushes the students
and the teachers to prepare and grow to a higher level. Brian
models and encourages the students to play more accurately,
more rapidly, and ultimately perform with more emotion where
notes begin to become art and a language that words cannot
define.

Students at Ritenour High School
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Music is the core of McNeill’s work, but many of the children
have never left Missouri and working with a gentleman from
Scotland has opened up a window to another world as the
children are intrigued by Brian’s vocabulary, accent, and
culture. Two students, Gayathri and Jasmine, learned one of
McNeill’s compositions, To Answer a Peacock, five years ago
and played it on our elementary tour. Amazingly, the girls’
performance of To Answer a Peacock, inspired one of our
current 8th grade super star violinists to begin studying when
he was in fifth grade! Brian has invited Gayathri and Jasmine to
perform with him on his solo concert for the last two years and
the girls have been forever changed by his tutelage. Personally,
Brian has inspired me to love music at a deeper level and
driven me to become a better teacher each year. The Scottish
workshop undoubtedly has magical, undefinable moments
that change lives! Thank you for supporting such a magnificent
endeavor. - Kim Gindler

Mission Statement
In the belief that music and the arts are key to connecting cultures and understanding our roots, Scottish
Partnership for Arts and Education provides cultural experiences and educational opportunities in Scottish
traditional arts and the historic connections between Scotland and the USA by conducting classes, workshops,
lectures and public performances.
Students at McCluer North High
School
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PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.stlspae.org to
view videos of some of our 2018 performances.
1.
CONNECTIONS CONCERT at Central
Branch of the St. Louis Public Library featuring
Thomasina Clarke, actor and William Ray, fiddler and
banjo player. This concert is part of the CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL LAURENCE
DUNBAR – VOICES OF THE PEOPLE curriculum.
2.
McCluer North and McCluer High Schools
– Orchestra concert of Scottish fiddle music with a
short concert by Brian McNeill.
3.
St. Margaret of Scotland Culminating Concert – Poetry, song, and fiddle
4.
St. Gabriel the Archangel – Poetry, song,
student musicians accompanying the singing.
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A Message from the Artistic Director
Dear Friends,
SPAE’s 2018 fall residencies were again exceptional this year. The quality of performance from our fiddlers and our
singers continues to be excellent. It is amazing what can be accomplished in the short time that students have with our
artists. Within just a few class periods, orchestra and vocal music/general music students were able to perform with
style and technique, good tone quality and confidence. We have several excellent youtube videos on our website, at
www.stlspae.org, of Central Visual and Performing Arts High School in St. Louis City and McCluer North orchestra – both
in concert with Brian McNeill. The culminating concert of Scots song and poetry from St. Margaret of Scotland seventh
graders is again available and, this year, includes a group of fiddle students, grades 4-8. They were one of our schools
doing the extended curriculum entitled “CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR – VOICES OF
THE PEOPLE”.
Here are some important statistics from the workshops: In 2018 SPAE provided full school residencies, with exposure
groups at each school, in Scottish traditional fiddle at McCluer North, McCluer, Ritenour High Schools and Pattonville
Heights/Remington Traditional/Holman Middle Schools and St. Margaret of Scotland; one full residency in Scots Song at
Ursuline Academy; and full interdisciplinary project residencies entitled CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR – VOICES OF THE PEOPLE at St. Margaret of Scotland, St. Gabriel the Archangel, and AESM@L’Ouverture
(St. Louis Public Schools). Students participating in the full residencies in target groups totaled 308. Students participating in exposure sessions (concerts) totaled 2000. Adults in concerts totaled 400. Brian McNeil’s Focal Point concert
brought another 135 audience members. New this year was a professional development workshop for visual art teachers called “The Art of Felting”. Twenty teachers learned this technique for making art projects from hand-made felt.
Altogether our total numbers for Fall 2018 were 2883.
Thanks to all of our individual donors as well as the Regional Arts Commission; the Missouri Arts Council, a State agency;
the Dunvegan Foundation; the E. Des Lee Fine Arts Education Collaborative; UrbArts; Call to Conscience; the Volunteer
Lawyers and Accountants for the Arts; the Ferguson/Florissant School District; the Focal Point; the Scottish Arms, the
Shaved Duck; the Scottish St. Andrew Society of Greater St. Louis; and The St. Louis Public Library, Central Branch. Your
generosity and vision makes our work possible.
Finally, a huge thank you to the SPAE board members who volunteer so much time, energy and good humor to all we do.
All the Best,
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2018 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
August 8, 2018 - Felting workshop for teachers - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Contemporary Art Museum with Jessi Cerutti
August 27, 2018 – October 12, 2018 – CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR
		
– VOICES OF THE PEOPLE, interdisciplinary residencies and Concerts in local schools
September 19, 2018 - Connections Concert - Central Branch, St. Louis Public Library with William Ray and Thomasina Clarke
September 24, 2018 - October 12, 2018 – Scottish Traditional Fiddle Workshops with Brian McNeill
October 1-12, 2018 – Scots Song Workshops with Jil Chambless
October 6, 2018 – Brian McNeill in Concert at The Focal Point
October 12, 2018 - McCluer North and McCluer High School Orchestras with Brian McNeill at McCluer North High School

Students at Pattonville Heights Middle
School.
Photo by Jacqueline France

Students at McCluer North High
School.
Photo by Jacqueline France
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Interdisciplinary Project – CONNECTIONS: ROBERT BURNS AND PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR – VOICES OF THE PEOPLE: This curriculum focuses on how writing poetry captures time and place in the voices of people (through the
use of dialect) who might not otherwise be heard. Examples from Burns and Dunbar are read and themes are
discussed. Students traveled to the St. Louis Public Library, Central Branch, to hear old time music played by William Ray and Burns/Dunbar poems recited by Thomasina Clarke. This is the style of music written about in many
Dunbar poems. Then students worked with MK Stallings to explore their own time and space and write original
poetry based on their experiences in their personal lives and in current events. Visual art students created original
art pieces using the felting technique with raw wool. Finally, Jil Chambless taught Scots songs in the traditional,
aural, style of learning.

STUDENT WORK
Thoughts on Freedom and examples of student poetry inspired by their study of the work of Robert Burns and Paul
Laurence Dunbar. Writing samples are from St. Gabriel the Archangel eighth graders, our newest school.
Sarah Richars: I feel that freedom means the ability to live your life as you wish. It means going to school and
choosing your career. Freedom used to be what so many people wished for. People must understand how blessed
we are to have it.
Our poets constantly wished for freedom. They couldn’t go to college, and life was difficult for them Paul Laurence
Dunbar’s father fought in the Civil War so that he could be free. Dunbar and Burns wrote about freedom consistently. They wrote about a world where, if you fought hard enough, you could achieve anything.
MacKenzie Twomey: Freedom is being able to be and express yourself however you are and not be judged for it.
When you have freedom, you should feel open to be yourself without worrying how people think of you. Paul Laurence Dunbar talks about how people crave to be free and not held down in his poem “Sympathy”. Robert Burns’s
idea of freedom is similar, but he also talks of freedom inside yourself. This means accepting yourself for who you
are. One of my favorite lines is from “John Anderson, My Jo” and it is: “And mony a canty day, John, we’ve had wi’
ane anither, and hand in hand we’ll go”. This is my favorite because it shows that in the end we are not alone.
Luc Woolbright: I think to be free means to be able to do everything anyone else can do, no matter what you look
like or act like. “I know why the caged bird sings” I picked this line because it really stood out to me and makes me
understand the pain of the people who don’t have freedom.
Zeladis Duncan:
Nick Devos:
Welcome to Freedom.
Hitting dingers is freedom to me
Opening the doors to my Kingdom.
On a hot sunny day ripping balls over the fence
Wind rushing to my face as I take my stand.
Sliding into second
Strikeouts
Come and join me as I, we all take our Freedom.
That is freedom to me
Danny Campbell:
Caroline Breville: Kujichagulia (self determination)
The thick red blood of the Patriots
When kids get older, have trust.
Fighting for me across the sea
We are wiser than you think.
The blue tears shed by every human
We are smarter than you believe.
To walk upon the earth
Trust us, for your benefit and ours.
The white fields of wheat continueing
We will be just fine.
For miles on end
Don’t doubt us, we will amaze you.
And the stars up high where the
Trust us to amaze you.
Big Man thrives
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Income

Individual Donations - 23%

Grants - 77%

Expenses
Operating - 2%

Felting Workshop
Materials - 2%

Artist Fees - 82%

Travel for Artists - 11%
Printing - 2%

Website - 1%
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2018 Donors
Founding Members $1000 +
Diane McCullough

Underwriting Members $750 - $999
Sustaining Members $500 - $749
Anonymous
Christopher Fulton
Michael Herron

Contributing Members $300 - $499
William & Rebecca Ray

Supporting Members $100 - $299
Anna C. Allen
Diane Betts
Margaret Franz
Mitzi MacDonald Laws
Dr. Steven Nichols
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Basic Membership $40 - $99
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Stephen Butler
Beverly Whittington

Grant Funding
Dunvegan Foundation
E. Desmond Lee Fine Arts Education Collaborative
Missouri Arts Council, A State Agency
Regional Arts Commission

Corporate Donors
Boeing Gift Matching Fund
Fife Water Services, Inc.
Greater St. Louis Community Foundation
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SPAE Board of Directors
Michael Herron
President, Treasurer &
Recording Secretary
Diane McCullough
Artistic Director &
Grants Administrator
Carolyn Peters
Director

Student from McCluer High
School.
Photo by Jacqueline France

Beverly Whittington
Director
Diane Betts
Director
Lorine Pattin
Director
Alex Sutherland
In Memorium

Student at McCluer North
High School.
Photo by Jacqueline France

SPAE Advisory Board
Mark Clark
Music Teacher & Guitarist
Robert Nordman
Retired Supervisor of Music for
St. Louis Public Schools.
E. Desmond Lee Professor
Emeritus of Music Education
at the University of Missouri
at St. Louis.
Marie Brown
Violin, Viola teacher
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Student at Ritenour
High School
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